The Animal Bone Deposits at Qumran
One of the most puzzling discoveries at Qumran are deposits of animal bones that were placed between large potsherds or inside jars, either flush with or on top of the ancient ground level and covered with little or no earth. The bones belonged to adult sheep and goats, lambs or kids, calves, and cows or oxen.
1 Roland de Vaux noted that the bones must be the remains of meals, since all were clean but some were charred, indicating that the meat was boiled or roasted on a spit. The suggestion made by some scholars that the community wanted to keep scavengers away from the bones is contradicted by the fact that it would have been easier to dump the bones into Wadi Qumran and by the absence of analogous deposits at other sites; are we to assume that scavengers were a problem only at Qumran?
3 Therefore de Vaux's association of the animal bone deposits with religious or ritual meals that were eaten by the community still seems most likely. Biblical, Jewish, and Near Eastern Ritual, Law, and Literature in Honor of Jacob Milgrom (ed. David P. Wright, David N. Freedman, and Avi Hurvitz; Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1995) , 395-96 observes, "That canines were associated in the Israelite mind with the indiscriminate consumption of blood (a forbidden substance even if its source was a permitted animal ) seems to have been the main element that led to their expulsion from anything related to sacrifice and sancta."
7 See Ian C. Werrett, Ritual Purity and the Dead Sea Scrolls (STDJ 72; Leiden: Brill, 2007), 196-97 , for a critique of Elisha Qimron's reconstruction of this passage.
